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| You, that you have a perfect Kno 
| The Cauſe, and Ability and Author 
the laſt Appeal. The Britiſb Dra 


13 COMMISSIONERS „ 
1 HE following little Treatiſe is, to all Ag? 
1 pearance, ſo very a Trifle, that 1 ſhould 4 
| not have the Aſſurance to addreſs it to a 
Gentleman of your diſtinguiſh'd Rank, if 93 
„dess in order to promote the Honour of Fut 
Country, and the Good of the learned World, to tale 
upon yon the Protection of the Bririſb Dramatical Muſes, = 
ſo far at leaſt as to pronounce in their Favour. Tis 8 5 
4 Senſe of all who have the Honour to be acquainted with = 
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they have been 
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ity to determine it in 
ppeal. Th matick Mu is 
equeſt to you, Hir, who have been barbarou 
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4 „had the Advantage of knowing 
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| handon'd to the Slanders and the unjuſt: Keeuſari ations 6 of | 


8 
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their molt inyererare Enemies-— ate 
I appeal to you; Sir, if they are not idle Dees 
' who believe, that a great, a powerful, and an opulent Peo- 
ple can be withour publick Diverſions ; or if it is fitting 
they ſhould be without chem. 1 appeal to you, Sir, if 
4 great and à brave People, by being often aſſembled and 
pleaſed S no be the t pl 8 
e more Anda dee ue 9. 2 
. Bur, as all Pleaſures and Diverſions, both publick and | 
private, are barbarous or gentle, rational or ſenſual, man- 
ly or effeminate, noble or baſe and degenerate; tis agreed 
on by all the ſenſible World, thar the publick Diverſions 
of a free Nation, ought neither to be barbarous, nor ſen- 
fual, nor baſe, nor effeminate ; becauſe publick Diverſions 
_ of: tlie firſt. Kind reffect Diſhonour upon a brave Nation; | 
nd Diverſons of the other three Kinds have a natural 
© Tendehcy 4 to the introducing a general and total Corrup- 
tion of Manners, which is inconſiſtent wich Liberty. 


The publick Diverſions which are at preſent. eſtabliſh "Eh 


In Groat Britain, - are either the Combats of our modern 
8 or s ber Opera's, or the Maſquerades, 
omedies, 'whieh/: are the only genuine 


As for the firſt of Theſe, the Combats of our modern | 
Fg T appeal to you, Sir, who by travelling have 
the Sentiments and Man- 
ners of other Nations; if they ate not regarded by all 
Europe, excepting 4 
be neither agteeable to che Spirit of Chriſtianity, WE. to 1 
- the Manners of a Urilited n ein Oh me. | 
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our ſelves; with Horror, and eſteem d . 
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| "Ap L World to y ee, and effeminate, compared to 


75 are Sia: by all the - 1 


the genuine Drama, and a greater real Promoter of w anton 


and ſenſual Thoughts than ever the Drama was pretended 
to be, becauſe too great a Part f them conſiſting of Soſt- 

neſs of Sound, and of Wantonneſs of Thought, they have 
5 nothing of that good Senſe and Reaſon, and that arcful 
Contrivance which are eſſential to the Drama. No, you 

know very well, Sir, that good Senſe and Reaſon, and 
every ſtrict Attention to an artful D Deſign, are ſo many 
2 and ko oped Reſtraincs Pre wen Wanton and. Ap 


1 now, 5. Gee 1 to ty foeethings/ concern ng 
ee een which Mr. Lam affirms to be more innotent 
than the Drama, which is a frontleſs Aſſertion, and the very _ 
| Reverſe of Reaſon. I remember one of our Comick Poets 
1 „that young Ladies run a greater Risk of their © 
WS. Reputations by being familiar with Fools, than with Men 

of Senſe; becauſe Fools have but one Way of paſſing theit 


Time with chem: 80 Maſquerades having neither the 3 . 


_ Senſe of the Drama, nor the Sound of the Opera, Perſons 
of both Sexes may go to them either with no Deſign, or 
With a very vile one. To which T might add the late Re. 
mark of a wiſe and pious Prelate, which is, Th Maſque. 
 rades' deprive Vi Virtue and Religion of their laſt Refuge, Sam:; 
_ which, fays he, keeps Multitudes "of Sinners within the 
8 Aae F Decency, after They have broke thro all the Tres 
5 of Princip le and Conftience. But this Invention fets them 
free pk? that. alſo ;, being neither better nor worſe, than an 


Earn ef to 4 and ao 16750 10170 Virtue, 22 and " | 
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This wiſe and pious Prelate, in this very 
ſures the Perſons of either Sex, Who f 


wer — + T 


Thus, Sir, I have „ to hon, 8 4 fc 


| of. the preſent. reigning Diverſions, one is eruel and Pig 
barous, and not at all becoming either of a Chriſtian or a 
civilized Nation; the Second effeminate, wanton, and ſen- 
ſual; and the Third, either 851 e or elſe as | 
55 moral nor chriſtian, an. 


y Paſſage; een: | 
frequent lewd and 
- prophane Plays: But he does not — here, that there 
are no Plays but what are lewd and pre phane, And he 
affirms, that Maſquerades are of more dangerous Conſe- 
quence to Virtue and Good tn than evn rg = 
which are prophane. A 


No Art of Man in the N A Age of * moſt | 
bappy. Nation, has been able to find out a publick Diver, 


ſion that has been reaſonable, noble, manly, and virtuous. : 
bur the Drama, when it is writ as it ought be. And yet 
theſe wild Enthuſiaſts, who have ſhot their Bolts a gainſt 
- the Stage, have ſaid not a Word againſt the other 9 25 
| Which cannot be defended by t 
of them can have to Goodneſs or moral Inſtruction. 
Sir, The following Treatiſe is not only a Defence of = 


Deamarick Poetry, but of the Eſtabliſh d Government, in 


8 the Adminiſtration of which the Wiſdom of the King has 


given you an illuſtrious. Share, and againſt Which Mr. 
Law's Pamphlet is obliquely deſigned ;. as were the Writ⸗ 


e leaſt®. Pretence that ay | : | 


- ings which his two Predeceſſors, Collier aud Bedford, pub. 
liffd againſt. the Stage. Collier, by his Action, and Bed. 
ford, by his other Writings, becauſe profeſs d and declard | 
Enemies to the Government: One of them abſolved an im- 1 
N e Tray tor, who ed with Treaſon in his * - I 
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an ile W upon e bis Book: upon an Hardin” 
Right, was impriſon'd for High Treaſon. | 

© But, Sir, the following Treatiſe Was likewiſe defi ign a 
ia! Defence of all the People of Quality of both Sexes in 
England, and of all the People in any Smiley throughout 
7 — Chriſtian World, where they frequent any Theatres; 
all which numerous People he has very ee 12 
to? . N to have and to hold for ever. 


Nor Engine nor Device Polemick, Wi 
| Diſt nor Dottor Epedemic, | . 
er ſent ſo vaſt a Colun x p 
£5 o the infernal World as RE OS 


| | "Pat al that 7 have been able to do i in the Defence. of f 10 
| = 75 a Cauſe, is to ſhew, that T heartily wiſh well to it. 
It belongs to you, Sir, and to. thoſe few who reſemble 
* you, who have Diſcernment and Taſte, that qualify you 
to determine ſurely, and Honour and Juſtice enough to 
engage you to pronounce and judge impartially, to take 
the Britiſb Drama into your Protection and patronage, | 


in order to retrieve its formet . and augmeur ks 
9 5 


By INK * Brit Theatre into your r Protection 8 To 5 


Patronage, you would protect and patronize every other 
Branch of the Britiſh Poetry. For as the Britiſßi Theatre, 
as long as it was juſtly and judiciouſly managed among us, 
was the only publick Rewarder of Dramatick Poetry, ſo 
it has been the only chief Support and Encouragement of 
every other Species of that noble Art. It has cheriſh'd 
and inflamed the Spirit of Poetry, and raiſed a noble R 
: en _ us, more than all our Kings and all our 
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3 PHD From | Ms! vbry en . "7 
to the erecting the firſt Theatre in it, 


which Time con- 
rains about thirty Centuries, we had but two Brici/h 


Poets who deſerve to be read: But from the Eftabliſh- 
ment of our Theatres to the preſe 


nt Time, which contains 


ſcarce a Century and a half, we may boldly affirm, that 
more than ten times that Numbe 
and fouriſh'd in England.” (| DF HHS IP 


[ r of Meere Tivo: _— 


And here, Sir, I beg Leave to. "ps 51 atze : 


of Genius that Great Britain has over France with Rela- 


tion to the Drama: For our Neighbours the French, not- 
withſtanding the vaſt Encouragement. that was given by 


Cardinal Richlieu, and by Lewis the XIVch, at the Inſti- 


pation of Monſieur Colbert his Firſt Miniſter, neyer could 


with Juſtice boaſt of more than one Comick -and two 

Tragick Poets; whereas more than ten of our Country- 
men, have, withour any publick Encouragement but what 
they derived from the Stage itfelf (and that, how incon- 
ſiderable 1) ſignalized themſelves in Comedy alone, with- 


in the ee ot thoſe, oy Years that followed the 


1 kno Ned very wall; Sir, chat Fa Reaſons may 


be aft gned, beſides the Want of a T hearre, why no more 
Poets fouriſhed before Queen Elizabeth's Time. 9021 | 
am at the fame Time cc 


my inced, that the Reaſon why we {| 
have had ſo many ſince, las been the Eſtabliſhment of 7 i 
matick Poers, the Caſe is plain, | 
few: would have given\ themſelves the Trouble to Write 
Dramatick Poems, if there had not been Theatres in 


Which they might be ated. And ſome, who were by 


N ature oo Loy to ſucceed better in other Kinds of Poetry 
IIA a 1 „ | than a 
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| tas ths Drawarls ck, 1 5 by Reith & the Totale of. 
| their Feen been uncapable of exerting their Genius * 
other Kinds, if they had not been firſt encou- 

raged d, ane ſupported by the Stage, And tis 
very natural to conceive, that ſeyeral others, who ar the 
fame time that they had large Revenues, were qualified ; 
both by Nature and Art to excel in the other Kinds, were 
rouzed and excited to try their Fortunes i in them, by. the * 
animating Applauſes which they ſaw that our Dramatick | 
Y Poets« received from their raviſh'd Audiences. The Sen- 
timent of Virgil might, on ſuch e WR naturally | 
bee itſelf” to their Minds. „ 
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"= Tentanda dia oft 4d me 3 be 1 00 fl 
7 ollere humo, viforgue! virum volitare per rd. a 


And now, 1 ſince the chief . not ani 


15 one . 
1 oy . 45 C 


eee, ee upon 1 18 wat abel he | 
Honour of Great Britain in ſome meaſute' depends u 50 
it. 3 humbly. conceive, that the flouriſhing Condition or 
our Theatre is a Matter of Tmportanee and publick Con- 
cern, and not wth e e e of Ki gre ateſt 5 
Men in the State . ERS eee, 
Since Dramatick Pocery: was 5 fiſt itl6dgted into Eng, | 
a t never was ſunk ſo deplorably low as it is at preſent, and 
every other Branch of Poetry is declined proportiqnably; "+ 
I mean as far as it has been managed by moſt of thoſe'who | 
| have lifted themſelves under Apollo's Standard, and who 
: FRAY for. their 2 0 That 12 77 * has * that 


no 1 
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but one Way of reviving the expiring Dra 


hundred Pound each; the one for Comedy, the other for 
Tragedy, to be given, beſides the ordinary Profits of the 


3 heatre, to him who performs beſt in each of them, which 
is to be decidec 


ſworn ro determine impartially; with this Proviſo, that 


no Play ſhall be received, that ſhall be judged to be ever 
ſo little offenſive to good Manners; and that every Play | 
ſhall. be rejected, whoſe Author can be proved to have ta- 


ken the leaſt Step towards the forming a Cabal; which 


heron I humbly congeive-is in your Power to re 0M ho | 
Practice, if you would youchſafe to recommend it to the 


Government, or to a Number of Gentlemen Wh "ng ve 
every way qualify d to engage in ſo good à Cauſe. 


Several Cauſes may be aſſigned of the Decay of D Dea. | 


matick Peotry, as as the Italian 


Opera, which never was e- 


ſtlabliſhed in any Country, but it immediately debaſed the 


45 ngers who have been in- 
ttoduced among us, by ſeveral great Events, as the Revo. 

lution, the Union, the Hanover Succeſſion, who not under- 
landing our Language, have been very inſtrumental in 1 
introducing Sound and . the new Gentry that has 
ſtarted up among us, ſome by the Fortune of War, and 
ſome by the Fortune of Exc ange- Alley, who are fond of 
—_— old Enterrainments of Jacł Pudding; but yet none 


Poetr: 


of that Nation; The Stran ge 


oh e's Has done half __ Harm chat has been done by 


„ e 5 Cabal. 


nary, has come, 1 the moſt Part, from Volunteers. is 8 
Hir, with Submiſſion to your better Judgment, ther is 


its original Innocence, and of augmenting its ancient Lu- | 


e eſtabliſhing ewo annual Prizes: of. two. 


qui 


d by Judges appointed on purpoſe, and 


Obel * korg tis in reg“ as. eis in «Folks 2 BE 1 
N wrong 1 Es a . 95 


When Merit "ning 9 . Eg | 0 45 
And long Attachment waits among the Hens. 


When. no Diſtiaftion. where, Diſtinion's dus, 
| Marks from 


he Many the fu uperior. Feu. Lg 
4 Cabal to eſpouſe a Coxcomb, may get him Money, | 
bur at the ſame Time it will procure him Infamy. Wri- 
ters who have Genius will leave the Stage with the ut- 
moſt Indignation, and every. Man who underſtands | it 
will have it in Sen. 


Tue Men who contradics the publick Wie | 
Aud firive to dignify a worthleſs Choice; $6 
"Attempt a Task that on that Choice a 8 „„ 
3 ind lend us Light to point out new Defec fs. 
One worthleſs Man, that gains what he pretends, 
Re. orcs a Thouſand unpretending Friends, _ 


And therefore every Writer who pretends t ſucceed: hy 
Cabals, ought to be baniſhed from every Theatre. But 
to ſhew the judgment or the Integrity of our Managers 
of the Stage; they have for ſeveral Years paſt rejected 8 
every Play that has not had a Cabal to ſupport it. 
And now, Sir, tho I am ſenſible that I have already 
detain d you a great deal too long, for which I humbly 
and heartily beg your Pardon; yet, before I take Leave 
of you, I cannot help acquainting you, that this is the 
3 fourth Time that I have appear d in Defence of the Stage, 
andi in this fourth Defence I have no manner of Intereſt, 


but chat it has been purely extorted from me by the Force 
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Sometimes I am inclined. to. 1 him in i good earneſt | 
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Ne re to my Senti- 


eh: | * 


Know my 


ments ie Mr. Law's. late Pam- 
phlet againſt the Stage, vou Nane a 778 
queſt, Whi 


ch tis not 


Loſs to "know; What an Author meant. 


let for nothing | 
E its to me to be a Ne- 


ceſſity of believing, eier that a Clergyman, as Mr. Law 


is, ſhould be profoundly 


a Man of Letters of the Nature of Dramatick Poems, 

and one who had livd long enough. in the World to | re 
preſent State of Religion, and 
among us; or a Neceſſity of conclud- 
= „„ 


ſome Experience of the 


ö irtue, and Vice, 


"i 0 
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ignorant of the ſacred Writings, 


A 7 
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When Mr. Lai is putting * oi 3 e 8 
 Playhoule upon an equal Foot, he ſeems x0 be playing a 
parti for he cannot bor know; that St. Paul was of ano- 
ther Mind, who when he was at Athens, the very Source 
of Dramatick Poetry, ſaid a great deal publickly againſt 

their Idolatry, but not one Word... againſt their Stage. 
When he was afterwards at Corinth, as little did he ſay 


PL X : — f ' 2 EY 2 2 
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- againſt theirs : For St. Paul, who was educared in al the 


Learning of the Grecians, who had read all 
who in the yjth Chapter of the AG, 


Fata, and Epimenides, in tbe firſi Chapin of his Epiſtle 
to Tirut, Ver. 10, could not but have-read all thei 5 


Dramatick Poems; and yet has been ſo fac fire 
one Word againlt them, that he has madę u 
the Inſttuctian and Converſion of Mankind, An 
afterwards he wrote his Firſt, Epiſtle co. the C | 


he did not ſeruple, for their Inſtruction, to 
an Athenian Wk ay for all the World 22 char Eu 


N COnmngy. Gaod N 


"ke that chat Epiſtle, i} pe Gur the Veste, 5 was 
dictated by the Holy Ghoſt or not? Can Mr. Lam be- 
lie ve, that St. Paul was guided by the Spirit of God to 
make Thoice.,of that Verſe fot the Inſtruction. and Con- 
verſio on of the Corinthians? And can he believe at the 
ſame Time, char ths Theatre, as he, more. An. onee de- 
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A iy Mile Mr. ” a is 3 wich nch FP 
_rious- Zeal quo a the b v and players, he is all chat 
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2 


Wire” 


ſlew, Then St. Paul was guided 
from the ſemple of the Devi 


moſt > profligate of 'all-Players to curdle with. _ 1 
de N e But if Str. Paul had in the „ 
believed, that the this Setze was the Sink of 5 
Corrupti s every Stage is, 15 „ 
not have fail'd t to o reproach chem with it, in order 
e fp He who dares talk” © enly 


| may very well venture to a . their Vices 2 evil „ | 
t. Pani not only ſays nothing at all 
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become Members of his Congregation, where all the Lui 

s not only vain and fooliſh, but that it is a Laughter among 
Devils; that all Who. are there, are upon prophane Ground, 
3 and 3 Al ck in the very Porch of Hell, After he 
has beſtow d all this fine Language upon it, and all theſe 
1 fragrant Ba 5 of Rhetorick, he aſſures us, that the 
3 Playhouſe is all that he has Gd not thro any accidental 
3 Abuſe, as any innocent or good Thing may be abuſed, 
but by its genuine Helliſh Nature; which is directly con- 
trary to what the foremention d illuſtrious Prelate has ſaid. 
Mr. Law ſays, that every Entertainment of the Stage is 
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vertinſ, but inſtructive and uſeful, to put ſome Vices — 
3 Folhes out of Countenante, which cannot perhaps be fo de- 


cently reproved, nor ſo effettnally expoſed and corret 


a er Alben [95 "4% told us, i in * Un Bleſſed Pamphlet, That 
— Playhouſe is the Temple of the Devil, a niore delightful = 
Habitation for him than 25 any Temple that he had in the 
Heathen" World, «here Impurity and Filthineſs, immodeſt 


Songs, prophane Rants, Luſt, and Paſſions, entertain the 


dience, a-Place, the p:euliar Pleaſure of the Devil, where 
they. who go, -yield to the Devil, go over to his Party, and 
aughter. 


in, its Nature unlawful, abominable, and infernal. The 


Archbiſhop aſſures us, that the Entertainments of the 


Stage may be ſo managed, as not only to be innocent, 
but uſeful and inſtructive; nay, that they may even be- 


come neceſſary for the expoſing. ſome certain Follies, and 
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among the ſacred Writers: that we have an Example of 


it, of about three thouſand Mears ſtanding, in the Parable 
Johan. And that Jeſus Cbriſt, who belt. knew the 


Nature of len, made ufe of Fables or Parables, zs moſt _ 
proper at the ſame Time, boch to pleaſe, and inſtruct, and 


perſwade. For a Fable is a Diſcourſe moſt. aptly con- 
trived to form the Manners of Men by Inſtructions diſ- 


guiſed under the Allegory of an Action. And thereforg 


he could not chuſe but know, that every legitimate Dra- 
matick Poem, either of the Comick or Tragick K ind, is not 
a mere Diverſion, as he pretends, but a philoſophical and 
motal Le. 
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himſelf qualiſied to wrice' againſt the Stage if he had read 
none of them, he cannot but know, that as the Action of 
a Dramatick Fable is univerſal and allegorical, the Chara- 
Gaers are ſo likewiſe. For as when <#/ap introduces: a 
Horſe, or a Dog, or 2 Wolf, or a Lion, he does not pre- 
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appears ens of . 1 Dan Poet ſets before 
us his Characters, he does not pretend to entertain us 
wich particular Perſons, tho he may give them particular 
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he a8 4 | Dramiatick Fable is a Diſcourſe 
form the Manners by Inſtructions diſguiſed under the Al- 
legory of an Action, it follows, that in a Dramatick- Fa. 
ble for the proving the Moral, tis as neceſſary to intro- 


duce vicious as virtuous Characters, and to make them 


ſpeak and act, as all Perſons compounded of their Qua- 
 licies would be obliged by Nature to ſpeak and act upon 


the like Occaſions; us cf 2p, for the Sake of his: Morals, 


does not 3 introduce innocent and peaccable Creatures 
nd Sheep, and Cows, and Dogs; but like 
wiſe Wioüs and violent ones, as Lions ad! Bears, and 
Wolves, and Foxes: But the Poet at the ſame time ought 
to take care that the Vices ſhould be ſhewn after ſuch a 
Manner, as" to render chem odious or ridiculou 
not agreeable or deſirable; and that the Ret 
reap no Pleaſure from the — of the Viees, dut 
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Spirit, which, where ever it ig, ineites us to 


that is, to the petformance of moral Duties. But there is 
4 terence between a true Dramatick 
Poem, and the Production of an ignorant obſcene poe- 
taſter, as there is between two religious Books; the Bible 
and the Aleoran. Now will Mr. Law affirm, that becauſe 
regious Falſhoods, and of mon- 
ſtrous Fanatick Extravagancies, therefore we ought not 
to read the Bible? It belongs to none but to an Atheiſt, 
n Wienke Sceptick, to e male ſuch a Con ; 
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ſacred Writings, and the Nature of 4: Pramatick Poem; 


Writer. of Sincerity and Integrity 57 ſo it ſeems to be as 


hard to conceive, that a Man of his: Years: and cane. 75 
to the preſent State of Religion, and Virtue and Wande * 


quently of bis Experience, ſhould 
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3 be capable of writing ſo malicious or ſo erroneous à Treas 
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cier's Preface to his excellent Comment on Ariſtotle's Art 
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not in Works that are depravd and vicious that we are 


to ſearch for the Reaſon and the eſign of Nature, but 
un choſe which are ſound and intite; when I ſay this, I 
ſpeak of aneient Tragedy, of that Which is conform- 
Sable to the Rules of Ariſtotie, which I dare pronounce 
to be the moſt uſeful and moſt ene of ul Diver- 
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be more happy for Mankind. In living conformably to 
* x-fure Remedy for all their Inſitmities; and they might 
chen look upon Tragedy as a uſeleſs Thing and which 
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nouriſh d with the ſolid Truths of Phi- 


Philoſophers were obliged to look for a Remedy for the 
Diſorder which they ſaw in Mens Pleaſures ; for which N 
they invented Tragedy, andithey offered it to che World, 
not as the moſt excellent Thing of which Men could {2 
et as a 
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ce, all own themſelves Chriſtians publickly ; none of 1 


; them dare renounce the Name, tho few of them are the | | 
Thing: But among us, How many open Diſſenters are 

tdſhere from Chriſtianity itſelf? How many Atheiſts > How 
many Deiſts : How many Free · thinkers of a Thouſand 1 
Kinds 2 who all of them refuſe to join in our ſacred Rites 


ſome of them, as the Atheiſts, believing them to be ſenſe: e. 1 


leſs and ridiculous; and others, as the Deiſts, eſteeming 
them. to be b 


laſf hemous and idolatrous. Then what Y 
School of publick Virtue and of publick Spirit have we 
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. 2 the preſent State of Religion among us, as not to fore 
| Fee that the wild Enthuſiaſm, and the ſpiritual Fanatical 5 
Rant, which abounds ſo much in his late Pamphlet, would 


afford Matter of Scorn 2 G to Infidels and Free- 4 
Ls thinkers | 


5 chat, 1 our n we > | Z 
have as few Potſons here in England. who. have the true 
Spirit of Chriſtianity in them, as there are in Francs: 
But there is this Difference between them and us; In YF 
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1 "when Me. Law fays, in 1 the! oth Aer of his Pamphler, Z 
1 5 char It cannot be doubted by any one, that the Playhouſe is 
2 Nurſery, of Vice and Debauchery, and that the Effect it 

, bas upon Pevples Manners is as viſible as the Sun at Noon; 

he ſeems, to know as little of the preſenc State of Vice 
among. us, as he pretends to do of Religion. The pre- 
ſent reigning Vices of the Town, are Drinking, Gaming, 
Cutſing, Swearing, Prophanefs, Corruption of all Sorts, - 
as Bribing, Tricking, Oppreſſion, Cheating, Whoring and 
execrable Sodomy. Ng Mr. L Laus, forſooth, has the Face 
to tell the World, that the Playhouſe encourages all theſe:; 
that it is the Sink of Corruption and Debauchery; and 
"that that is not the State of 6g thro any accidental Abuſe, 
but that Corruption and Debauchery are the truly natural 
and genuine Effects of the Stage · Entertainment, that is, 
of any Stage: Entertainment. Now to ſhew the Folly and 
the Arrogance of cheſe Aſſercions, let us conſider theſe ET 
- Fes one * one. | 
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Firſt 0 "Hoop . Thearts. x encourage ee OE, 
| Not it neither does nor can encourage it: To ſhew it, 
18 enough to render it odious or ridiculous... To ſhew a 
Man drunk, is to ſhew. a Fool or a Madman, in whom 
the Creator's. Image. is for. a Time intirely defaced, and 
who, while he continues in that State, ſtands in cred of a 
Guardian. : Beſides, | nothing is more certain, than that 
brutal Vice rages moſt in the Scum and Off. ſcowring of 
; the people, WhO neither have nor ever had the leaſt Com- 

. munication 
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may 7 ſometimes drawn into it, bor they naturally hate 
it; for Drunkenneſs is a mortal Enemy to Thought, and 
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that, chat Gaming has increaſed ten- fold, ſince Colle 
Books againſt the Stage were ee and ſince when, 
Whole Plays have been writ" to ſhew it dangerous and ws - 
ſtructive, to ſhew the unſpeakable Harm it does to both 
© Sexes, and particularly to the Women; 79 ſhew that Gam. 


ming, by giving Men a Privilege of being familiar with, and 
ſometimes rude to Women, removes that Awe which Nature 
has placed between the" Sexes, as the ſtrongeſ Balwurt oF. 
Lady, even of the Fritten, 't e 

nm unblemiſn'd Honour; loſes a Sum of Money, 'which ſhe 
dares not own to her Relations, and which ſhe cannot pay 
without them,” and leſes it to an agreeable young Fellow, who 
haps loves her, and has a 6 ſecret Deen pn her, ; for 7255 * 
3 that Frys: her "Oy Vi Irive. e 4 
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Does the Playhouſe encourage Sweating and Curling | 2 
© Both Reaſon and Experience aſſure us that it does nor. 
They who walk the Streets in the Weſt End of the Town 
may be ſufficiently convinced, that it rages moſt in the 
Lees of the People, who never knew what a Playhouſe was. 
It infects even their Wives and their Children, as it very 
rarely does thoſe of the better Sort. As common Swearing | 
is a fooliſh brutal Vice, that brings neither Pleaſure nor 
Profit with it, and is the Reſult of want of Thought; it 
follows, that the fooliſh brural Part of the People maſt, be 
. 5 N 1 e moſt 


= CharaQeriſticks. But he cannot fail of ſhewing that very | 
: Quality either « odious or ridiculous, when it -appe: 


arent 8 ars addicted to it bur whe common 2 
5 sts; and of the Men, none but Bullies, Rakes, and gid- 
ann If a Comick Poet draws any of theſe, in 

ortect and amend; them, he is obliged to ſhew 
etimes Swearing, or he leaves out one of their 
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Perſons who are themſelves both the one and the other. 
| And if he ſhews it either odious or ridiculous, that ws 


will invite none . che Audience to imitate it. 


we —_ ee thar: the e encourages any 
Wer Sort of Prophaneſs. But as a Play is a Fable, that is, 
a Compoſition of Truth and Fiction (as we have obſerved 3 
above ;) as the Action is feigned and the Moral true; as 
Characters are neceſſary for the carry ing on the Action, and 
for proving the Moral, and vicious Characters as neceſſary, 
and perhaps ſometimes more neceſſary, than are the good 
ones; as to ſhew vicious Characters, and to expoſe them, 
115 abſolutely neceſſary to put vicious Sentiments into 
their Mouths, it follows, that the moſt criminal Sentiments, 
and the moſt violent Paſſions, are allowable in vicious and 
violent Characters; the moſt ungovern d Fury, and the 
moſt outragious Blaſphemy itſelf, not excepted; provided 
khey are adapted to the Character and the Occaſion, and 
the Character and the Occaſion are neceſſary for the Moral. 
Virgil has every where ſhewn Mezentins a Contemner of 
the Gods, and a Blaſphemer of them; yer we never heard 
that rhe moſt bigorted of his Cotemporaries ever accuſed 
15 1 * chat Account. Milton, in the ſecond Book of 
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7 pn to. their ey ae wag the Occafion;-no 
Man has ever been ſo weak or ſo unjuſt, as to aceuſe Mil, 
ton for that Blaſphemy, or to give all his Readers to 
Devil for being entertained with it. On ag oy nary,” 
Men of good Underſtanding, and good Ta 
peculiarly charm d with that very E Book, as one of be moſ 
23 of da ee Ne Poem. | . 


. 


lat ring his Voice, refer d the dread Sound. 


and yet has been never blamed for 3 WILD. of bh 
is canonical, and is firmly: believed to haye been wWrit by 
divine Inſpiration. Tho it is full of uncharitable Judge | 
ments, and is not free from Blaſphemy, yet the Inſtructions | 
which that divine Parable or Fable gives, proceed in a 
great meaſure from that very Blaſphemy, and choſe. uncha- 
ritable Judgments. . But now, if a Poet is allow'd to put 
No Blaſphemy into the Mouth of one of his Characters, pro- 
vided he takes care to puniſh him for it, he is cerrajnly: at 

F Liberty. to. do. whe: il e by Say es e. defies 


8 7 bs. Thece 3 prieſts 66 haye attack's - 

7 8 have made ſuch a Noiſe about nothing as Propha · 
neſs; it ſometimes drops three or four Times in one 
Page from their tautologous Pens; and they have chiefly 
accuſed our Comedies for it: "The. Unreaſonableneſs of 
which may appear from hence, that all our true Comedies 
are lt Copies of the fooliſh or vicious Originals of the 

; | WH Age: : 
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0 ge "rad never 
better than did Moliere. Now when in the Critic of the 
Ecole des Femmes, he is endeayouring to prove, by the 
Mouth of Dorante, that Comedy is harder to write than 
' ana 64 he gives the following Reaſon for it: Lors que 


vous peignes des Heros, vous faites ce que vous voulez ; 
ce fied des Portraits a plaiſir, ou Fou ne cherche' de reſſem- 


 blance; et vous m aves qua ſubvre les Traits dune Ima- 


ination qui ſe donne Peſſor, et qui i ſouvent laiſſe le vrai pour 
atraper le Merveilleux. Mais lors que Vous peigneg les Hom- 
mes, il faut peindre a apres Nature; on veut qui ces Portraits 


-reſſemblent, et vous naves rien fait fi vous u faites recon. 
noitre le Gens de votre Siecle. That is to ſay ; When you 
draw Heroes, you are at your own Liberty; thoſe are 


Pictures at the Painter's Pleaſure, in which no Body looks 
for Likeneſs; and you have nothing to do but to indulge 
the Flight of a ſoaring Imagination. But when you paint 
Men, you muſt draw after Nature; the World expects 
thar thoſe Pictures ſhould be like; and you have done 

nothing at all, unleſs you ſhew your Neaders or 1 
- W e the rr of the Age ay live in. 
Now Wü Regard t to Prbphincth;'o our S are uf 
. Kainteſl Copies in the World, and you may often hear more 


Prophaneſs in one Night's Converſation at a Tavern or an 


Eating-houſe, than you ſhall hear from the Stage in 4 
Year. For Atheiſts, Deiſts, Arians, and Socinians, are 
wont to ſay at their private Meetings, what no one dares 
to pronounce on the Stage. Now are not theſe Nonjuring 


Prieſts either very wiſe, or very conſcientious Perſons?” Our 


bo or are bur Copies. of the a and vicious Origi- 
EW. NN e nals 


Man knew whar a Comedy was 


F ” 


* 


* — 


nals * the be 3 Fe tis the Buſineſs oh; as en to 
expoſe, and ſatyrize, and ridicule thoſe fooliſh and thoſe 

vicious Originals. Now theſe Nonjuring Prieſts having 
nathing to ſay againſt rhoſe fooliſh and thoſe vicious Ori 


8 ginals, which moſt certainly corrupt and debauch the Age, 
make it their Buſineſs to fall foul on the Copies, ne 
« —_— and "laying, and ridievie the ä | 


What 1 W FOR of thi Ste with: ae to 9 


5 e is in Propottion true, with Regard to all other 
Mices. Now ſince our C medies are but Copies of the fool- 


iſmh and the vicious Originals of the Age in-which we live, 


and Copies which do by no means come up to the Ori- 
ginals, I appeal to all the World, if it does not unanſwer- 


ably follow from - what I have Bid; thar the Originals ot 


the Age debauch the Stage, by which latter, the Age never 


poſſibly can be debauched. The Stage was eſtabliſh'd in 


Reign; whereas the Manners of the People continued: ge- 


tion of Charles the Second, the returning from a- 


broad, corrupted by alen Luxury, | quickly debauch'd 
the Town; and the Court and the Town jointly endea- 


vour d to debauch the Stage, becauſe our Comick Poets 


were obliged to copy heit lewd POOR in ener d da er 
| Ig and reform them | 


> 


As fs . of. any RG 4 it he Tricking, 


opens, n ä .. A tru 
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England towards the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
nerally ſound till beyond the Middle of the laſt Century 


And the Manners of the People continuing generally found, 
the Stage remain d generally chaſte: But at the Reſtora- | 


k 7 


Poet, 


4 


who's: perfetly free” from all Avarice, is leaſt of all ad- 
died ro it. 8 | OD | . 
— 8 Falte . 1 0 e 
Nes on temere eſt animus, werſus amat, Fs: faudet unum 
Detrimenta, fugas ſervorum, mcendia ridet ; 


Non fraudem Ys . incogitat ulm 
Falle, . Horace Epiſt. ad Auguſtum. 


Their uſual poverty is a 5 nal proof of this: For as the 
Love of Money is the Source of all Corruption, he who 
Lapide Gold, is above all the Vices that attend it. And 
Poverty attended with great Parts, may very well paſs for 
a ptetty ſure Sign of Honeſty; A Dramatick Poet there- 
fore being averſe from all Corruption himſelf, if ever he 
deſeribes any Kind of 1 is _—_ ro com? ir both odious 5 
nd ie 5 NN 


1255 come > now ro alu the 4 Clinge 0 the FR | 
which ſcemg to have any thing of real Weight in it, and 
that is, That it excites in Mens Minds the natural Love 
of Women. And here by this Charge may be meant two 
Things; the one is, That it (excites in Men a Deſire to 
the unlawful Enjoyment of Women; the other is, That it 
inclines chem to that violent Paſſion of 5 7 which is 
E between the rwo Sexes. 


As to „ the ficſt Part of 4. Charge, that it excites in 
Men a Deſire to the unlawful Enjoyment of Women; if 
there are any Paſſages in our Plays that are chargeable 
wich that Guilt, or that defile the Imaginations of 
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ther natural to the Dams 7 nor | neceſſary, but fa abs. 1 
buſes of it, and contrary to the very Deſign of the Art; 


\ : 


\ 


and thoſe Paſſages ought to be baniſh'd from the Stage for 


ever. And yet I cannot help thinking, that if ever thoſe 


Paſſages could be excuſable, they would be ſo at this Jun- | 
cture, when the execrable Sin of Sodomy is ſpread ſo 
wide, that the foreſaid Paſſages might be of ſome Uſe to 


the reducing Mens Minds to the natural Defire of Wo- 
men. Let Fornication be ever ſo crying a Sin, yet S0. , 
domy is a Crime of a thouſand times a deeper Dye. A 
| Crime that forcd down ſupernatural Fire from Heaven, to 


extinguiſh its infernal Flames; a Crime that would have 


bobliged even righteous Lot to proſtitute his two chaſt and 


virgin Daughters, in order to prevent it. I cannot here omit 


obſerving one Thing, That this unnatural Sin has very 
much increaſed ſince Colliers Books were publiſh'd againſt 
the Stage. There were no leſs than four Perſons con- 
demned for it the laſt Seſſions; and I am inform'd, that 
ſeveral more have been ſince apprehended for The like 

- of which was never heard of i in n Britain bore. Ie. 


Bd 


0 a RY Paſſion of 3 by Which 1 N of 


Men and Women ate ſometimes mutually and violently in- 
_ elined to each other; if the Paſſion: is kept within the 
Bounds of Nature, if the Object and the Intention of it 
is lawful, or if tis puniſh'd when tis unlawful, T am of 


the Opinion, that it cannot have the leaſt ill Conſequence; 
*ris certainly a Check upon wandring looſe Deſires; it gives a 
very great and very harmleſs Pleaſure, and has a direct Ten- 
dency to the keeping the two Sexes ſtedfaſt and firm tothe 
natural Love of each other: : For not only che Affections of 
Sh the 
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| 4 Men have wildly 8 fron Wee as is mani- 
feſt to all the World, but not a few of the Women too 
have endeavourd to make themſelves the Center of their 
on Happineſs. - St. Paul is pleas d to reprove this unna- 
tural Affection of the Roman Dames in the. firſt Chapter 
of his Epiſtle to the Romans. And Mr. Law is deſired to 
take Notice, that he lays thoſe unnatural Deſires not upon 
their going to Plays, but upon their Idolatry; Verſe 22, 
Profeſſing them ſelues to be wiſe, they became Fools. Verſe 
23, And changed the Glory of the incorruptible God into an 
Image made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four- 
| footed Beaſts, and creeping Things. Verſe. 24, Wherefore 
God alſo gave them up to Uncleanneſs, to diſponour their own 
Bodies between themſelves. Verſe 25, Who changed the 
Truth of God into a Lie, and wor ſnipped and ſerved the 
Creature rather than the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. 
Annen. Verſe 26, For this Cauſe God gave them up to vile 
Aﬀeftions : For even their Women did change the natural 
Uſe into that which is againſt Nature. Verſe 27, And like- 
wiſe the Men, leaving the natural Uſe of the Women, burned 
in their own Luſts one toward another, Men with Men wor. 
ing that which is unſeemly, and receiving in themſelves that : 
Recompenice of their Errors which was meet. And Mr. Law 
may be pleaſed to obſerve, that the Apoſtle here gives us 
another ſignal Proof, that he does not put Idolatry and 
going to Plays upon an equal Foot. And here, Sir, I de- 
ſire Leave to make another Remark, and that is, That of 
all the Countries of the Chriſtian World, that Country Las 
been, is, and is like to be, the moſt infamous for. this ex- 
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Sir; You are very well acq nd with . wa Jv has 


ment of the late French Saryriſt, who was an Honour _ 


France. That he was very far from being a Frie 


5 Corruption of the Stage, will appear from the following 


Paſſage of the fourth Canto of his Art of Poetry; were 
8 e were wh Ot em. 


NV. offrent j amais de vous que de nobles Images. 
Je ne puis eſtimer ces dangereux Auteurs, 0 
Qui de] honneur en. vers infames deſerteurs, 
Trabiſſant la vertu ſur un papier coupable, SOT 
Aux Jeux de Kurs Zectures endent le vice aimable:. 


Tho I know vety well, that 


; 6 


70 your Readers, never offer any but noble Ideas of Jou. 
I can have no/Eſfteem for thoſe dangerous Authors, thoſe in- 
famous Deſerters I Honour in their Verſes, who being Truy- 


tors to Virtue, in their guilty Lines, render Vi ce * lovely to the 


yer of thoſe who prruſe them. 


And yet immediately after comes his Approbatio 
in * aneh Poems: BY: 


Jie me ſuis pas potrtins PR ces . trites Ep l 
5 bamiſſunt U Amour de tous chaſtes em.” | 
D un ft riche ornement veulent priver la Scene: 

7 raitent d empoiſonnears & OR G Chimene. 


i . 5 anur 


one b this 45 
thor bettet than you do; yet as this Letter is to paſs thro? 

pour Hand to the Preſs, I defire Leave to tranſlate the 

Paſſage, for the Benefit of thoſe who are not uſed to French. 


Let your Soul and your Manners, appearing in your Works | 


So a 


N excite point en nous 12 W movement. e 
Dian a beau gemir & m ttaler ſes charmes ; 8 5 
Fe c i Labin, en eee * lune, Ph 


Nm . 71 be, ä 5 am none of thoſe e Souls; 
15 ho baniſhing Love from all chaſte Compoſures, endeavour to 
deprive the. Stage uf ſo rich an Ornament. The moſt di ſbo- 
 mourable Love, if tis chaſtly expreſs d, excites na ſaamefut 
Motion in us. In vain does Dido lament and groan, expaſi me 
all ber Charms to me; I condemn __ Thank at the 19 70 
Ti ine - that 15 be e F ber 7 . 


; I ow return to ths e of e bor. which 
| Re are very juſt Grounds of Suſpicion from the Stile 
and Language of this Pamphlet. For is not this little 
Treatiſe, which is pretended to be writ thro a Zeal for 
_ the Chriſtian Religion, writ in downright Antichriſtian Lan- 
guage ? Is this Pamplet writ in the Language of Modeſty, 
of Humility, of Meekneſs 2 Is ir writ in the attractive 
Language of Charity? On the contrary, Does not Mr. 
Lau ſeem to have taken all his Degrees at a certain Uni- 
verſity between the Bridge and the Tower? And as the 
Diſciples of our Saviour, from Dealers in Fiſh became the 

Apoſtles of their Maſter; this falſe Apoſtle ſeems to ſer 
up for Water Doctor, and from a Prieſt to become a Dealer 
in Fiſh. For he has not only the Tropes, and the Figures, 
and all the Rhetorical Flowers, but the very Tautologies 
of thoſe obſtreperous Dealers in quiet and mute Animals. 
For the foreſaid obſtreperous Dealers, are not contented 
wich —_ Rogue, or Whore, or Birch, or Villain, once, 
21 | | TT. they 


8 with ſome of Mr. Law 8 Rhetorical Flowers. Met 


3 as it help d to do * Stoiciſm. . 
„ | EE In 


th y u will repeat. it yi rimes ; Wh Jew Fett: Calle 5 
= = who , with rene will return it e ; 


115 


ys . hs you — . me PREY prelent you 


; * 4 8 
FE -v OY 2 : 


* abs "Ree of DIY es wa of his Pachter, he 

5 tell, us, That chere is more to be ſaid in Behalf of Po- 
pery than of going to Plays. For that is plainly his Mean- 
ing, tho he diſguiſes it by the Terms that he uſes. And 
8 towards the Top of the third Page, he is no leſs poſitive, 
that God is leſs diſpleaſed with popery than he is with 


going to Plays. It looks as if Mr. Co would be "OT 


8 to exchange ns for en, 


10 all the reſt % the 86 Page, wk puts ow upon 


an equal Foot; and aſſures us, that the Entertainment of 
the Stage is contrary to more Dodtrines of OR than 


whe r e of at VVV 


— 


w as” EY we grant it; | Intemperance i in Eating, Drink: 


ing, and Venery, is contrary to more Doctrines of Scrip- 


ture, than is either Murder, or High- Treaſon; and yet 
either Murder or High · Treaſon ſingly, is ten Times a 


greater Sin than all the forementioned Three together. 
Sometimes he is. making Idolatry, that is Popery, leſs 
criminal than going to Plays: Sometimes he is for ma- 
king them equal, and endeavouring to revive the old ſto- 


ical Opinion, Omnia peccata ſunt æqualia; All Sins are e- 
qual: A Paradox that would tend to make Chriſtianity as 
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An the agraph of the Ah Pace e. 
8 Playe'y you hs iow 1 tell you, ſays Mr. Ed Fr PP 70 1 
Neibalary and Prophaneſs'; that you entertain your. Mind with 
vvtrauagaut Thoughts," wild. Rant, blaſphemous* & peeches, 
wanton Amours, pruphane Feſts, . impure Paſſions... Ay. 
now the Language of the College begins.] And à little 
lower, He who goes 70 4 Play, diverts himſ«lf with the 
Leuneſs, Impudence, Prophaneſs, and impure Diſcomſes of. 
| the Stage. And a little lower, in the ſame. Page, This 1 
plainly the Caſe of the Stage; it is an Entertainment that 
| conf, ijts of lewd; impudent, prophane Diſcourſes. And pag. 7, 
It is an Entertainment made up of Lewaneſs, Prophaneſs, 
and all the ext ravagant Rant + diforder'd Paſſions. At the 
Top of Page 8. he is endeayouring. once more to make 
Popery leſs ſink 1 than going to Plays; and by the ſame 
Piece of ſpiritual Sophiſtry, he confirms this religious Lie; 
becauſe, forſooth, the Stage, with its /-wd prophane Dif. | 
_ "courſes, offends" againſt more Doctrines of plain Seripture 
than Popery: Which is proving one an; Piece hs F OTIS, 


3%) 


by another thar is mich once.” e 


About the Middle of the 650 page, be b an * 
gument againſt the Stage from the Iniquity of the Players, 
againſt whom he inveighs with his uſual Sophiftry and Un- 
aticabletels? Which is full as wiſe and as juſt, as it would 
be to bring an Argument a gainſt the Church, from the Viees 
of ſome ſpiritual Comedians. The Players are Men and Wo. 
men, ſays he, equally bold, in all Inſtances of Prophaneſs, 
; Paſſion, and Immodeſty ; whoſe Buſmeſs, Pag. 9, 1s prophane, 
wicked, lewd, and immodeſt;; and a little lower in the ſame - 
- Page, ; age „ is leſs Whoa ſhow {hat 7 Robbers. 
E. For 


1 4 


5 Do he aſt "NM very title of the Nature of ge, 7 
Mr. Law, who can lock upon Luj 
aer d Paſſions, to be leſs contrary 70 Religion, than the ta 

Maney from the right Owner." Which is. adh | 
15 to e and to common Utility 
Qiueis paris eſſe fere plarnit ere an, 
Cum Aten gy, verum eff : ſenſus moreſque repugnant. 
Arque ipſs utilitas fuſti prope mater & . Flor. 

. x0, Hs ſpeaks. of. the 'Blaſphemy, Prophaneſs, Lewd:- 

* meſs, Immodeſty, and wicked Rant of Plays. And a litrle 

' lower in the fame Page, he mentions 4 War of: all ti 


tie wicked, graphene, blaſphemaus, lewd, i impu. 


; be ſpeaks of the Entertainment of the Stage, as i con; 7/0 

5 of Love-Intrigues,. blaſphemous Paſſions, . prop haue Di 
courſes, lewd Deſcriptions, filthy Feſts, and all the moſt ex-  {þ 

trauagamt Rant of wanton projiigate Perſons of bath Sexes ; ; 


heating and i ons another with all the. Wantouneſs Br 

| of Addreſs, the Immodeſty of Mation, and the: Lewd, apa 1 
0 Ae that Wit can On e e ; 1 LES 
De 


terra Linear a od; 0 * way, in | Gde 
| Defence of Players, whoſe Profeſſion he very wiſely, hu- Ho 

manely; and Chriſtianly, makes as. unlawful | as that of 9 
Robbers. Is he to be told at this Time of Day, chat the 11 
Players ſay nothing of Themſelves ? They only ſpeak what 
the Poet puts into the Mouths of his univerſal allegorical 
Fantoms ; which Fantoms the Players repreſent. Can this 

my r rogue ſo ſimple as to believe, that 5 | 
c rimalkin, Jay rely of them 


4 


7 


| hings that A0 puts into their Mk The . 
ate only the Poet's Inſtruments, by which he carries on 


his Action, and proves his Moral. Tf any Muſician ſings 
a treaſonable Song, aud plays to it at the ſame time, he 
ought to ſuffer for his Crime; but would you 2 


Fiddle tithe Flute upon which che Tune is bear EN 
What Turn Mr. Law 1 n d to FOR by being 82 pro- 


fuſe of ſo much fine 6 he beſt can tell, tho we. 
perhaps may gueſs. But lie could never poſſibly think - 
of making Poczs, or Players, or Spectators, good Chri- 
ſtians, by railing at them for an Hour together, and treat- 
ing them worſe than the our Archangel dated to treat 


the Devil, who durſt not bring againft him 4 railing” 


 enſation, but” on) ſeid; The Lord rebuke thee, If he de. 
ſign d to convert People by ſuch a Proceeding, he might 
as well pretend to begin a Friendſhip with another 2: L 


pn, 1 Dito" ar” him, e ae 9B 
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vt desde his Felton. 


rures with fo much Antichriſtian Language, he uſes che {5 


Devil with a great deal of Reſpect and Civility. For be- 


ſides the gentle Terms in which he ſpeaks of him; of his 5 


our, of his Glory, of his Joy; his Delighe, his Piel. 
ſure, his peculiar Pleaſure ; as if Damnation were an ho- 


_ nourable-and a happy State 3. beſides this, 1 fay, he is 
| unty, to ſettle upon him and 
his, to have and to hold for ever, the F rechold and Fee- 


- pleaſed, out of his great B 


of all our Theatres. 
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| fur ance,' affirm, Tay 8 he, 1 [ Phayhonſs, not only 25 hey . 5 
| je Fa 2 5 Ply is onthe Srage, but jn us Waily common 


E. z CD Enter- 
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e l 5 7 God, 7 5 T2 2. 2 q lie . 
er in the fame Page, Te Manner and 1 
tteeriaiumenta, is as undeniable 4 


vil, amd ir 


3 . 2 


yy the Devil ald ces 


5 | G wy 9 in Rb Theatres; he would im- 
mediately turn chem into ſo many Jacobit. Conventicles: 
For thoſe are properly his Houſes, thoſè are properly his 


Temples. For the Sins Which che Theatres are accuſed 
by Mr. Lau of encouraging, are not the Devils Sins, but 
out own, the Sins of Men and Women. The Devil neither 
Arinks nor whotes, nor games, nor rants, ner gormandizes. 


But the Sins which are carried on in à Facobite Conven- 
ticle, are the Devil's own Sins; his two great original 


ins, Lying and Rebellion. There all thoſe falſe Doc- 
trines are carried on, of Heredicary. Right, Divine Right, 
| Indeſeabl Right, Abſolute Power, Uncontroulable Pow- 

Paſſive. ;Qbedience, UnconSitibagl Obedience: ; Doc- 
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Hu are; the e Devils Viceroys. For as ava Kings ae Gat 
_ Vicegerents, Fare 4 Tyrant is Hell's Vi ceroy: The Place 


_ where the Pretender's Cauſe is carried on, is reden th e 
Temple; of. Si Devil, the original Pretender. 
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ſo ignorant as he pretends to make himſelf > Can he be 


ignorant, that by affirming this, he contradicts what has 
been the common Senſe of Mankind for two thouſand 


Vears; and that he contradicts the Opinions and the Judg- 
ments of the greateſt, and wiſeſt, and moſt virtuous Men, 


of the greateſt, and wiſeſt, and moſt virtuous Nations, 180 


during that vaſt Space of Time ? If Corruption and 
1 ebauchery were the natural and genuine Effects of T he- 
atrical Entertainments; would they have been encouraged 


by the great Legiſlators, the moſt learned Philoſophers, 


88 a IL Rulers 0 me freeſt 2 in oh Ao ? 
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No Body Cromer e ys Mr. tam; Hart of all pub⸗ 


lick Diverſions, the Drama is the moſt reaſonable, manly, | 


noble, and inſtructive Diverſion; the exceling in which, 
| ſhews the Excellence and tlie Strength of Genius of chat 


particular Nation where it appears, and by that Means 
advances its Reputation with other Nations, and augments 
its Power; and that therefore Dramatick Performances have 
been ſo chetiſhed and eſteemed by the wiſeſt Rulers of the 


nobleſt Nations; that they have been maintain 'd b 
publick T 


Entertainments to corrupt and debauch their ghee io 


1 38 
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n ung ay be abused, but char Covrapti NY 
"ad pak, ok are the. truly natural and genuine Effects 
of the Stage Entertainments; is it poſſible that he can be 


y the 
reaſure; and the Magiſtrate has not thought 1 


at all below him, to have the Regulation and the imme- N 
diate Inſpection of it: Which is an undeniable Proof, thar 
they did not at all miſtruſt that it was natural to thoſe 
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we hear of among the Ancients, but Two 


proper conſtant; Theatrical Entertainments; : eee 


were the wiſeſt, braveſt, and moſt. none « all the Na- 
tions; ſo famous for their great Ac 


were, is become a principal Part of the Learning of us 
Moderns; and cis aecounted ſcandalous in a G 


their Countrymen with the Eove of their Country, with the 


Love of Liberty, of Virtue, and. of true Glory, and with 

a magnanimous Contempt of Death for the publick Good, 

may be gathered from the unanimous Conſent. of | Greece, 
' and particularly from the Honours done by the 41henians to 

| . Govennors. of Pro- 


their Tragick Poets, who made the 
Uinces, Generals of of their Armies, and Guardians 
t Liberty. For When. the Athenians ſettled 


: MP 


. their Opinion, that their Tragick 1 
ſetting before them the Calamities 


them from far more dangerous 8 ee 5, defended | 


heit Armies were ſent to ne, and that was from 


their 
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lities, SR ky oy he Nations 


rts of Peace, that to ee 6 wa = | 


a entleman 
to be ignorant of what they ſaid, and yrote, and did; 
and cet to know what their Tragick and Comick Poets 
were, and what they weore, is none of the 1 —— : 
1 hat Ty ene V 
- What 8 Mis ron 3 had of their "ag "IH 
how far they believed their Tragick Poets able to inſpire 
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oh ever tow better that Corn ti 


enter d into the Thoughts of chat great People, that Cor. _ 
15 roprion ns kerry" were che are an Dur- „ 


abt can it 1 S 0 15 aner 4 Ale 5 


alous of chelr 7 has the ee e 
don and Debauchery be W. 
and therefore it never in the leaſt 


— the Fury of the Athenian Populace, running mad 180 10 


To heir Pleaſures, that made them ſo warmly eſpouſe 
- the ren The greateſt and the wiſeſt Philoſophers of 
chat renown'd'Republick declared moſt warmly and moſt | 
loudly for it. Aviborle writ an admirable Syſtem of Rules 
for | che * compoſing Dramatick Poems, with that Right 
| Hand that has given us ſo many excellent Leſſons of 
Morality. And Socrates, the wiſeſt and the moſt virtuous 
of all the Philoſophers, who made it the whole Buſineſs 
of his Life to inſtruct his Counttymen in moral Virtue, 
did not think it in the leaſt below his Wiſdom and his 
Fe 0 ule ae e in the wan his enen, | 
That as Monty: 0 us uud bs the Gracia in as | 
Eſteem which they had for Dramarick Entertainments, and 


1 Gs Belief that they were capable of contributing to the 


Glory and the Felicity of a mighty State, and to the Glo- | 8 


ry and Felicity of the Authors of 1 we may gather 
from the Actions . cheir wife en tateime D, Anbei een 7 
Captains, and the | Treaceſt. 
Captains and their wiſeſt Scacediven not. inks encouraged 
Dramatick Poe 815 but vouchſafed to write: them them 
R W. x telyss. 


Dis 


— we Fools, — . Ajax: tho he could not 


. World, than a great Dramatick Poet. Cicero, the Cham- 
he! Roman: Liberties, in twenty Places of his Phi- 
deer /Freatiſes, quotes the Roman Tragick Poets. 
Ha Seneca; who thro” the Opinion which Agrippina had 
of the Strictneſs and the Severity of his Virtue, was in- 
truſtell with the Education of a Prince, upon whoſe Con- 
duct the Happineſs, c of Mankind depended ; Seneca, x bo 
dmirable Leſſons of moral Virtus, has obliged 
all the Lovers of Wit and Virtue for ever, did not chin 
_ 8 Nan: at altbdlow INN}: u 
ste Bir; 1 * al to bee 40 a not Fen 
- and neceſſarily follow, from what has been ſaid, 
that either Mr. Law muſt believe, that the Great Men a- 
mong the ancient Grecians and Romans, their Captains, 
Stateſmen, and Philoſophers, wanted common Senſe; or he 
cannot poſſibly believe, that Corruption and Debauchery 
gate the natural Effects of Theatrical eee a 
1 conſequently muſt it's an. of uy vile en Y. 
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Full ir; but found it eaſiet to make himſelf Emperor of 


ceſſors, Collier and Bedford, who attack'd the | 
all 
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| tives 8 Nor chm; who hive 
de difowe'd OY our < uu, 


5ouls * 2 Have wh more CRE to fre 16 
enormous Crimes bf Theaters, and the pretended kara 
| Conſequences of them, than 16 many great and good Meh,” 
Who have been che exalted Lights of the Church 
| on? No, all the World knows, chat there iF ve 5 
che leaſt Pretente for it; nor the lelſt Compariſon.” Have | 
they: more true Zeal Sad Concern for the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion? No, that, as we obſerved above, ig wanne der ; 
with their Mannet of treating us. The I Aube or Bil. 
ing ſpate can never be che Language of | r | 
— Tequently of Chriſtianity, Truth has not the impetuous 
ſtormy Air which Mr. Law aſſumes, but comes in the ſoft 
and ſtill Voice, like the God who inſpires it; and Truth 
deteſts and abominates the r and een 
of Mr. Coli er and Me. Ons.” | 
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But now let us conſider che Time chat theſe People "CO. 
"hols: to exert}. their prete „ Tr has been always 
when ſomething has deen about to be done, which it was 
thought might prove ige to the Pretender. Mr. 
Cuallier publiſ d his Short Vicus when France declard for « 
i es II. and his Dif- 
; the great Devaſtatiox 
Which that Hur 22d and aſtoniſſid 
the Minds of Men, and made them obnoxious to melan⸗ 
cholly and deſponding Thoughts. I formerly expos'd the 
. eee hypocritical folly-of making that dean Divine 
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